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INDIGENOUS STUDIES

Attention:  
Jill Salus, TC Energy  
Tiffany Murray, Ecofor   
Tim Turner, BC Archaeology Branch  

September 22, 2021 
 

We, the undersigned professional archaeologists of British Columbia, urge Coastal GasLink to stop the 
impending alteration of GbSs-8, otherwise known as Ts’elkay Kwe Ceek.  
 
We are aware that a Site Alteration Permit was issued by the BC Oil and Gas Commission for project 
activities related to the Coastal GasLink pipeline. However, it has also been made clear that neither CGL 
nor the BCOGC undertook any consultation (never mind consent) with Cas Yikh or the Office of the 
Wet’suwet’en for the permit, which is in breach of your legal duty to consult. Consultation is not only a 
legal requirement, but also a regulatory mandate which allows custodians of the archaeological heritage 
in question, to work with a proponent on meaningful mitigation outcomes.  
 
Had consultation been undertaken with Cas Yikh or the Office of the Wet’suwet’en, you would have 
realized that the destruction of archaeological resources — non-renewable resources — in Ts’elkay Kwe 
Ceek will result in the erasure of much of the context associated with Ts’elkay Kwe Ceek cultural 
landscape. The site in question (GbSs-8) is not merely a single or discrete component of the 
archaeological record, it has broader and nested cultural heritage values outside of the lines of its 
polygon. A concerted effort to systematically study the site is essential — the accompanying data would 
be critical for understanding the cultural history of the region, for constructing territorial identities (expert 
witness evidence for Rights and Title claims), and for fostering connectivity across the entire 
Wet’suwet’en cultural heritage landscape. 
 
Indigenous peoples have a legal and moral right to stop the destruction of their cultural heritage sites, 
including archaeological resources. Under the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, recently adopted by the BC government, Article 11(1) states:  

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. This includes the 
right to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and future manifestations of their cultures, such as 
archaeological and historical sites, artefacts, designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and performing arts and 
literature. 

A site alteration permit issued without meaningful consultation does not provide the legal grounds to 
forcibly remove Indigenous peoples from protecting their archaeological heritage from imminent 
destruction. Next week, on September 30th, the country will mourn the atrocious acts which resulted in 
the removal of children from their land and heritage. We urge you to reconsider compounding this loss by 
removing heritage and land from future generations of Wet’suwet’en people. All clearing activities 
associated with GbSs-8 should cease immediately. If the site has already been altered, we will take 
further action and pursue reparations and restitution where necessary. A copy of this letter will also be 
sent to media and other relevant institutions.  



Signed here, September 22, 2021 
 
Dr. Chelsey Armstrong 
Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser University  
 
Dr. Jesse Morin 
Adjunct Professor, Institute for the Oceans and Fisheries, University of British Columbia 
 
Aviva Rathbone 
Senior Archaeologist, Musqueam Indian Band 
 
Dr. Dave Schaepe  
Director & Senior Archaeologist of the Stó:lō Research and Resource Management Centre  
 
Joanne Hammond, MA, RCPA 
Director of Heritage, Skeetchestn Natural Resources Corp/Skeetchestn Indian Band 
 
Ginevra Toniello, MA 
Archaeology Manager, Tsleil-Waututh Nation 
 
Dr. Travis Freeland 
Professional Archaeologist, Instructor, Coast Mountain College 
 
Raini Johnson, M.A. 
Archaeologist/ASBC President, Victoria, BC.  
 
Nicole Smith, MA 
Professional Archaeologist, Victoria, BC 
 
Angela Dyck 
Professional Archaeologist, Victoria, BC 
 
Chris Hebda, MA 
Professional Archaeologist, Victoria, BC 
 
Dr. Megan Hicks 
Assistant Professor, Hunter College, City University of New York 
 
Dr. John R. Welch 
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
 
Shana Morin, BA, RPCA 
 
Dr. Bryn Letham 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Simon Fraser University 
 
Morgan Bartlett, BA 
 
Walter Homewood, MA 
Professional Archaeologist, Burnaby, BC 
 



Elle Glover, BA 
Professional Archaeologist, North Vancouver, BC 
 
Anne Spice 
Assistant Professor, X University 
 
Liz Campbell, BA 
Archaeologist, Victoria, BC 
 
Michael Blake 
Professor Emeritus, UBC  
 
Kody Huard, MA 
Archaeologist, Musqueam Indian Band, Vancouver, BC 
 
Natasha Lyons, PhD 
Department of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University 
 
George Nicholas, PhD 
Professor of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University 
 
Simon Lloyd-Price, BA 
Archaeologist, Vancouver, BC 
 

 

 


